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Help us to celebrate your child’s achievements…

At Flying Start we get as excited as you do, watching your child grow and develop, and we would like to celebrate their special achievements - whether they happen at Nursery or at home with you.  Please upload a ‘note’ or a ‘photo’ directly to your child’s tapestry account by clicking ‘add observation’. Or alternatively complete a ‘Star moment sheet’ (found on the news board) and we will upload it for you.

The observations can be in the form of photographs, comments your child has made, conversations you have had with them, brief notes about something exciting you have observed your child achieve, or something interesting you have done together. 
Examples of home observations could include: photographs of something your child has made and notes about how they did it, photographs of a special trip or event, photographs of your child using some sort of technology. Comments or conversations- has your child shown particular interest in something and asked lots of questions? What interests them and what do they love to do at home? What did they want to find out about or know about? Have they told you something they have learnt about? 
Don’t forget to check what your child’s ‘Next Step’ is at nursery- we would love them to be working on this at home too. 
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If you would prefer to write a ‘Star moment’ on paper rather than using tapestry. Please find them on the ‘news’ board and hand it to your child’s keyworker when it is complete. 
If you have any questions or queries please come and speak to a member of staff.  
The Flying Start team
The Seven Areas of Learning- that we assess the children against throughout their time at nursery. These could give you an idea of what your observations should/ could relate to.
Personal, social and Emotional Development

· Making relationships with adults and children.
· Developing the ability to work in a group and independently.

· Spending extended amounts of time at self- chosen activities.

· Having an awareness of their own feelings and other people’s feelings.

· Showing an awareness of the boundaries set and behavioural expectations in the setting.
Physical development

· Developing movements and co-ordination.
· Using a variety of resources to help fine motor skills e.g. Scissors, pens, paint brushes.
· Understanding about being healthy and what contributes to this e.g. Drinking water, washing hands, eating fruit.
Communication and language

· Developing listening and attention
· Enjoying rhymes, songs, stories and non-fiction books.

· Developing language and relationships from play.

· Communicating thoughts, ideas and feelings.

· Increasing vocabulary and learning the importance of language.

Literacy

· Listening and understanding stories.
· Hearing and beginning to recognise letter sounds for Reading.
· Experimenting with mark making for Writing.
Mathematics
· Showing an interest and recognising some numbers.
· Counting objects, saying number names in order, sometimes finding correct numbers for objects.

· Comparing amounts and using language ‘more’ ‘fewer’.

· Problem solving- e.g. sharing sweets with a friend.

· Exploring shapes, patterns, length, height, weight, capacity etc.

Understanding of the World

· Joining in with family events and celebrations.
· Looking at similarities, differences, patterns and change.

· Using technology.

Expressive Arts and Design
· Using the imagination in art and design and play.

· Singing, dancing, music and storytelling.
· Exploring using materials, tools, textures, and colours. 
The Characteristics of Effective Learning

Children learn and develop in many different ways. At Flying Start we try to encourage your children to play, explore, be curious, take risks by engaging in new activities or new ways of doing things, persist with challenges, show motivation, solve problems and think creatively and critically. We try to capture the development of these skills in our tapestry observations of your child.
The ways in which the child engages with other people and their environment using the skills above underpin learning and development across all seven areas and support the child to remain an effective and motivated learner.
Playing and exploring – engagement
· Finding out and exploring

· Playing with what they know

· Being willing to ‘have a go’

Active learning – motivation
· Being involved and concentrating

· Keeping trying

· Enjoying achieving what they set out to do
Creating and thinking critically – thinking

· Having their own ideas

· Making links

· Choosing ways to do things
Luke’s favourite bedtime story is,  ‘The Gruffalo.’ He loves to join in with, “A gruffalo, what’s a gruffalo?”





Jack counted 5 cars on the way to Nursery 
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